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Photographic Memories of  Stoke sub Hamdon  

School Days

Picture of  Stoke School taken in the 1890s, note no extension on the 
school and no houses on the left side of  Castle Street, also note the large 
house in Bonnies (Bonnings) Lane which has now been demolished.
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Picture of  the school taken after the extension was built in 1901, note the skins drying in the field at 
the back of  Fane’s Farm, North Street - demolished in the 1930s and incorporated into the garden of  
‘The Gables’. Part of  this area has now been added to the school grounds, originally to allow the 
children to work their own gardens and now used as a play and sports area.

Modern picture of   the school, taken 2003, showing the different layout in the playground, making 
the area more interesting and varied for the pupils.
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A Brief  History of 
Stoke sub Hamdon Village Schools  

The first documented village school is the building with the clock opposite the Fleur de Lis Inn, built on the 
site of a village Pound. The foundation stone was laid on May 6th 1831, the building and its maintenance 
was paid for by a local landowner, Thomas Hawksworth and his friends and  was supported by subscription 
and pupils fees. By 1847 there were 77 boys, 93 girls and 16 teachers (needless to say attendance was 
staggered). There were no desks only benches, slate and pieces of chalk. There were also various Sunday 
Schools run by the Methodist, Congregational and Anglican Churches. Miss Ashford ran a Dame School 
in the 1860s and 70s, which was situated on the corner opposite Oaktree House, charges were 2d a week.  
Due to the 1870 Education Act, when schooling for children up to the age of 14 years became compulsory, 
a committee was formed to organise the building of the present Primary School, which was opened in  
June 1876.  

The school was supported by subscriptions, a Government grant and pupils fees, unique to this area glove-
cutters children had to pay more, 3 pence per week for the eldest and 2 pence for other children in the family, 
as compared to other occupations in the village. The school was taken over by the Education Board in 1899 
and the infant school introduced. Due to overcrowding the school was enlarged in 1901 and it has been a 
junior school since 1940, after Stanchester Senior School was opened in 1939. In the 1930s children came 
to Stoke from Norton, Martock, Chiselborough, Odcombe and Tintinhull, the girls to learn cooking and 
the boys woodwork. Up until the 1940s the playground was divided by a wall down the middle, boys on 
one side, girls and infants on the other. The dining room and old school kitchens have now become 
classrooms, offices and a staff room. At present there are c 164 pupils attending the school.

All Saints Church Hall, built as a school in 1831, caught fire around 1861 and rebuilt. Ceased being 
a school in 1876 when the new board school opened in Castle Street, became a church in 1926 and 
is now used as a venue for the youth club and other organisations. The opening ceremony for the 
Montacute made clock was April 1898.
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Castle School c1920.  
Front row: 5. Ron Male. Unfortunately no other names known.

Castle School Miss Fox’s class c1924.  
2nd row: 5. Rhoda Terrell. Unfortunately no other names known.

122

Sc
ho

ol
 D

ay
s

C
as

tl
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 p

up
ils

 t
ak

en
 p

re
 1

90
5.

 
R

ow
s 

le
ft 

to
 r

ig
ht

. T
op

 r
ow

: 1
. E

th
el

 T
av

en
er

 2
. N

el
lie

 D
od

ge
 3

. E
ve

ly
n 

C
ha

nt
 4

. E
ls

ie
 T

ro
tm

an
 5

. D
an

ie
l C

ha
nt

 (
Te

ac
he

r)
 6

. G
eo

rg
e 

N
ew

m
an

 7
. R

eg
 M

or
ga

n 
 

8.
 ..

...
 P

al
m

er
  9

. B
ob

 T
ay

lo
r 1

0.
 H

or
ac

e 
Jo

ne
s 

11
. L

io
ne

l B
ro

w
n 

12
. .

...
. T

ro
tm

an
 1

3.
 H

ub
er

t D
al

w
oo

d 
14

. F
re

d 
T

ay
lo

r 2
nd

 ro
w

: 1
.P

er
cy

 H
al

le
tt 

 2
. R

eg
 B

at
st

on
e 

 
3.

Pe
rc

y 
W

in
es

 4
. H

ar
ry

 G
ol

d 
 5

. D
on

al
d 

T
ay

lo
r 

6.
 M

is
s 

E
th

el
 F

ox
 (

Te
ac

he
r)

 7
. J

oe
 G

ri
nt

er
 8

. W
ill

 G
ay

la
rd

 9
. .

...
...

...
 3

rd
 r

ow
: 1

. O
liv

e 
B

ro
w

n 
2.

 L
uc

y 
C

la
rk

  
3.

 L
uc

y 
W

al
te

rs
 4

. 
H

ild
a 

...
...

.. 
5.

 D
or

ot
hy

 J
ac

ob
s 

6.
 O

liv
e 

T
ho

rn
e 

7.
 H

ild
a 

C
ri

dl
an

d 
8.

 L
ily

 M
ur

le
y 

9.
 F

lo
 M

or
ga

n 
10

. 
M

ild
re

d 
T

ay
lo

r 
11

. 
E

ls
ie

 W
ar

d 
 

12
. L

ea
h 

P
al

m
er

 1
3.

 A
m

y 
P

ip
pa

rd
 1

4.
 C

is
 T

ho
rn

e 
 1

5.
 L

ily
 D

en
m

an
  4

th
 r

ow
: 1

. E
dw

ar
d 

Is
aa

cs
 2

. B
es

si
e 

W
el

sh
 3

. .
...

...
...

...
 4

. L
ily

 C
ha

ffe
y 

5.
 E

dd
ie

 G
ill

m
an

  
6.

 K
at

e 
B

os
w

el
l 7

. H
ub

er
t R

ya
ll 

8.
 ..

...
...

 O
sb

or
ne

  9
. .

...
...

...
...

. 1
0.

 H
en

sl
ei

gh
 M

al
e.

Sc
ho

ol
 D

ay
s



125

Sc
ho

ol
 D

ay
s

124

Sc
ho

ol
 D

ay
s

C
as

tl
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 C

ho
ir

 1
92

6/
27

 w
he

n 
th

ey
 t

ie
d 

w
it

h 
R

ec
kl

ef
or

d 
Sc

ho
ol

, Y
eo

vi
l t

o 
w

in
 f

ir
st

 p
la

ce
 in

 a
n 

A
re

a 
Si

ng
in

g 
C

om
pe

ti
ti

on
. 

L
ef

t t
o 

ri
gh

t. 
T

op
 ro

w
: 1

. D
on

 P
al

m
er

 2
. L

yn
do

n 
N

el
m

s 
3.

 J
ac

k 
C

ha
nt

 4
. C

yr
il 

B
ar

ne
s 

5.
 F

ra
nk

 W
ak

el
y 

6.
 L

lo
yd

 S
m

ith
 2

nd
 ro

w
: 1

. M
r W

. B
ig

gs
 2

. G
or

do
n 

G
ea

rd
 

3.
 W

yn
 P

al
m

er
 4

. F
lo

rr
ie

 A
pp

ly
by

 5
. M

ar
y 

D
ye

r 
6.

 H
ar

ry
 B

us
se

ll 
7.

 R
om

a 
H

al
le

t 8
. H

or
ac

e 
T

ur
ne

r 
9.

 G
er

tie
 B

an
bu

ry
 1

0.
 M

ar
ga

re
t H

el
lie

r 
11

. K
at

hy
 B

ou
ch

er
  

12
. L

au
ra

 P
itt

ar
d 

13
. T

ed
 H

el
lie

r 
 3

rd
 r

ow
: 1

. M
is

s 
D

or
is

 W
el

le
r 

2.
 M

ur
ia

l D
od

ge
 3

. K
at

h 
Sw

ee
t 

4.
 B

en
 L

aw
re

nc
e 

5.
 R

os
e 

M
ar

ge
tts

 6
. E

ile
en

 P
al

m
er

 7
. E

dn
a 

H
el

lie
r 8

. A
ud

re
y 

D
od

ge
 9

. L
ily

 H
ol

t 1
0.

 J
oy

ce
 P

al
m

er
 1

1.
 W

in
ni

e 
B

es
t  

4t
h 

ro
w

: 1
. R

ita
 B

ud
ge

 2
. O

lg
a 

M
al

e 
3.

 O
liv

e 
G

um
m

er
 4

. M
ar

y 
W

hi
te

 5
. V

er
a 

T
ro

tm
an

.

C
as

tl
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 P

an
to

m
im

e 
19

35
/3

6.
   

 
R

ow
s l

ef
t t

o 
ri

gh
t. 

T
op

 ro
w

: 1
. D

en
ni

s 
Sw

ee
t 2

. V
io

le
t M

ur
le

y 
3.

 M
ur

ie
l W

el
sh

 4
. I

ne
s 

B
os

w
el

l 5
. G

er
tr

ud
e 

G
ill

et
t 6

. E
na

 A
ns

el
l  

7.
 A

di
e 

T
ro

tm
an

 8
. J

ac
k 

P
hi

lli
ps

 
2n

d 
ro

w
: 1

. Q
ue

en
ie

 W
ar

dl
e 

2.
 D

ol
ly

 S
w

ai
n 

3.
 M

ar
y 

C
al

lo
w

 4
. D

or
ee

n 
G

ol
d 

5.
 ..

...
...

...
...

 6
. M

ar
io

n 
B

ak
er

 7
. B

et
ty

 B
ro

om
 8

. D
on

al
d 

M
ar

ge
tts

 (
F

at
he

r 
T

im
e)

  
9.

 A
ud

re
y 

T
ro

tm
an

  
 3

rd
 r

ow
: 

1.
 M

au
ri

ce
 W

ar
dl

e 
2.

 E
ri

c 
W

hi
te

 3
. 

N
or

m
an

 T
al

bo
ys

 4
. 

R
ub

y 
G

eo
rg

e 
5.

 J
oy

ce
 I

sa
ac

s 
6.

 R
ho

da
 S

m
ith

 7
. 

D
or

ee
n 

T
al

bo
ys

  
8.

 M
on

ic
a 

H
ar

ri
s 

 9
. J

ea
n 

B
ra

ile
y 

 1
0.

 ..
...

...
...

...
.  

11
.V

er
a 

Fo
an

  1
2.

L
an

ce
 B

ri
ce

   
4t

h 
ro

w
: 1

. J
oa

n 
G

ov
e 

2.
 J

oy
 A

da
m

s 
3.

 B
et

ty
 T

al
bo

ys
 4

. E
dn

a 
D

av
is

 5
. J

oa
n 

H
aw

ki
ns

 6
. B

et
ty

 C
al

lo
w

 7
. D

en
ni

s 
T

ro
tt 

8.
 E

ile
en

 T
ul

k 
 9

. E
ri

c 
Sw

ai
n.



127

Sc
ho

ol
 D

ay
s

126

Sc
ho

ol
 D

ay
s

Castle School 1938. 
Left to right. Top row: 1. Bernard Wardle 2. Dennis Richards 3. Tommy England 4. Joe Trotman 5.Connie Morris  
2nd row: 1. Barbara Creek 2. Doreen Thorne 3. Joyce Turner 4. Barbara Hann 5. Sonia Grinter  
3rd row: 1. Douglas George 2. Raymond Palmer 3. Ron Stockford 4. Bryant Chant 5. John Warry  
6. Alan Richards   4th row: 1. Tony Minchington 2. Dorothy Gaylard 3. Doreen Lawrence 4. Basil Broom  
5. John Tanswell.

Other school activities, chickens in the playground, note the dividing wall between playgrounds - 
middle boy Vernon Smith, next right Dorrian Hallett, late 1920s.
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Castle School Sports 1962/3. 
Rows left to right. Top row: 1. Mary Ansell 2. Janet Gray 3. Barry Cullimore 4. Andre Clark 5. Joyce Goad 6. 
Ann Regan 7. Graham Wilkinson 8. Michael Stone 9. Phillip Pittard 10. Stephen Caines 11. Derek Court 12. 
Shaun Phillips 13. Martin Phillips 14. Jonathan Dallimore 15. Caroline MacDonald  2nd row: 1. Ray Court 
2. Nigel Strickland 3. Bridget Nelms 4. Marilyn Caller 5. Richard Dodge 6. John Warry 7. Nigel Pike  
8. Jeremy Sutcliffe 9. Trudy Sutcliffe 10. Jane Bussell. 

Stoke School boys 1970 at Huish Football Ground now Tesco’s Supermarket.  
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View of  original Stanchester School buildings taken late 1950s, note pupils vegetable plots, top left 
corner.  School opened March 18th 1939.

Stanchester School Teachers 1956. 
Left to right. Top row: 1. Ann Braxton 2. Alan Cornelius 3. Harold Workman 4. May Trask 5. Victor Short  
6. Steve Stephenson 7. Basil Sutcliffe 8. Mrs Gibbs (Secretary) 9. Jerry Emmanuel 10. David George  
11. Mervin WynWilliams 12. Kenny Diamond 13. Anthea Willongby  2nd row: 1. Enid Milson  
2. Marion Bright 3. Lilian Barnard 4. Elsie Richmond 5. Walter Biggs (Head Master) 6. Bill Cheatel  
7. Mabel Pullen 8. Ruth Vaux 9. Katie Lock. 
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