William Eglon’s Story


One of the most touching stories of Stoke in the Great War is that of William Eglon.  He never got to the Front or saw any fighting.  His family could not be consoled by the fact that he died a hero like some of the other boys in Castle Street, but nevertheless he would not have died if he had not left his home and village and signed up as a soldier.







[image: ]William’s brief war record




William joined up in February 1917 as a young lad of 18.  He would be dead less than four months later.  At the time of his enlistment he was working in the Stoke under Ham Co-operative Bakery.  His parents – Henry (known as Arthur) and Sarah Elizabeth (known as Bessie) Eglon, lived in Castle Street with William’s sisters, Gladys and Muriel.  The family all seemed to be known by their middle names.  In fact, William even enlisted under the name of William, though he was registered as Ernest William Eglon at his birth in 1898.

William’s father was a stonemason – in 1911 he was working in Portland while Bessie held the fort back in Stoke.  The Eglons were a Chiselborough family, arriving in Stoke in the 1890’s, but William’s mother, Bessie, was a Palmer, one of the very oldest Stoke families.  

William had a brother, Frederick George, who was three years older, a blacksmith.  It is not known whether Frederick (probably known as George!) served in the War.  There is no mention of his military career in the Western Gazette or parish magazines but both brothers are mentioned in the Western Gazette in June 1906:


[image: ]



Willie and his brother, Fred, reciting at the Sunday School Anniversary Service in 1906.

Willie also belonged to the 1st Stoke under Ham Congregational Boys’ Brigade, and his name was read out at a Memorial Service in the Congregational Church in 1918.
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58th Field Bakery Army Service Corps at Chelmsford
(date unknown)




On enlistment at the ASC Depot in Bath on 26th February 1917, William was eighteen years old,  5’7½” tall, with a chest measurement of 36½”.  He was sent to the 58th Field Bakery Army Service Corps in Chelmsford on 10th March.  Only nine days later, he was admitted to hospital in Chelmsford with an ear infection and temperature.  He was transferred to Horton War Hospital, Epsom.
[image: ]


On 29th May, a telegram was sent to Mrs Eglon to warn her that her son was dangerously ill.  


            [image: ]


I wonder if his family were allowed to visit him while he was in hospital.  He was so young.  He had his nineteenth birthday the summer he died.  His mother must have longed to have him home to nurse.

William died of meningitis on 11th June 1917. [image: ]

On the 15th June, the Western Gazette reported on his death:  
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His body was brought home and buried in Stoke Churchyard.  

It is especially sad to read the list of William’s personal effects which were sent home:
	1 pocket case
	5 photographs
	14 letters
	4 postcards
	1 writing pad with stationery
	1 waistcoat (member’s ticket Working Men’s Institute in pocket)
	1 leather belt and knife attached

He must have kept all his letters from home.
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15th June 1917 - Death of Private W Eglon. The sad death of Private William Eglon
ASC, son of Mr & Mrs Arthur Eglon of Castle Street, took place on Monday moming at
Epsom Military Hospital. Private Eglon joined the army about 15 weeks ago, and three
weeks after was admitted to hospital suffering from an abcess on the brain. He was
twice operated on and died as a result of the latter operation. Deceased who was 19
years of age was formerly employed at the Stoke Under Ham Co-operative Socicty
Bakery and was well known throughout the district. Much sympathy is felt for the
bereaved relatives Western Gazette
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY.—The anni-
versary services inconnection withthe Wes-
leyan Sunday School held iast Sunday, passed
off verv success(ulg. The wnorning service
took the form of ** Open School ” and a capital
programme, contributed to by seversl officers
teachers and scholars made the time pass very
pleasantly and no doubt profitable to all pre-
sent. The superintendent, Mr Bushrod, and
Mr Moore and Mr Eglou gave short addresses
on Sunday school work and Mr Morgan read
a very suitable piece, entitled ‘ Ballast. ”
Harry Radford rendered * Bring them in, ”
as a solo in a very creditable wanner
while the recitations of Reggie Mor-
gan and Fred. and Willie Eglon
greatly helped to enliven the service. In the
afternoon and evening Mr A. Dike, of South
Petherton, preached two very earnest and
thoughtful sermons to good congregations.
Misses A. Bool and B. Bool also contributed
two very appropriate recitations in an effec-
tive manner. During the day the choir and
scholars, kindly helped by a few friends from
other churches, sang selections of anniver-
sary music, which greatly contributed to the
heartiness of the worship, Master E. Morris
ably rendering the instrumental part. The
services were continued on the following
Tuesday evening, when a public meeting was
held, at which a fair nymber was present. Mr
gushrggr pm:dded. Addresses, iven

y G (new] a ted
evangelist), Mr Dike, nndy Rev Dp}g. T
Brumwell (superintendent minister)
were listened to with great attention and
pleasure, as thoy each imparted wholesome
advice to parents, teachers and scholars In a
very interesting manner. The addresses were
agﬂn interspersed with anni hymuos.
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